THE EVOLUTION OF MODERN THEATRE

From the Search for Truth to the Search for Authenticity
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QUESTION:
What lies beneath
conscious
thought?

THE

HISTORICAL

LINEAGE

QUESTION:

Can truth be discovered
through careful
observation?

QUESTION:

How much freedom
do we actually
possess?

QUESTION:
What does reality
feel like from

the inside?

QUESTION:
How does one live
without certainty
or meaning?

QUESTION:
How does one locate
authenticity within a world
saturated by performance?

OF META-

WORLDVIEW:
Reality is knowable.
Human behavior can
be understood.

KEY FIGURES:
Henrik Ibsen
Anton Chekhov

REALISM:
Truth is hidden
and must be
revealed.

WORLDVIEW:
Environment and
heredity shape
behavior.

KEY FIGURES:
Emile Zola
August Strindberg

NATURALISM:

Truth is shaped
by forces beyond

our control.
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WORLDVIEW:

Subjective experience

reveals deeper
truths.

KEY FIGURES:
Eugene O'Neill
Georg Kaiser

THE SHIFT IN HUMAN EXPERIENCE

EXPRESSIONISM:

Truth is felt
within the
individual.

EACH MOQE‘MENT ANSWERS THE dUESTIONS OVF ITS TIME.
META-ABSURDISM IS OUR ANSWER TO TODAY.

WORLDVIEW:
Dreams and the
unconscious reveal
hidden reality.

KEY FIGURES:

André Breton
Jean Cocteau

Guillaume Apollinaire

SURREALISM:
Truth exists
beyond the

conscious mind.

WORLDVIEW:
The universe offers
no clear answers.

KEY FIGURES:
Samuel Beckett
Eugéne lonesco
Edward Albee

ABSURDISM:
Truth may
not exist.

WORLDVIEW:

Meaning has multiplied.
Reality is mediated.
Identity is performed.

KEY EXAMPLES:
Annie Baker
Bo Burnham
Severance

META-ABSURDISM:
Truth exists, but
competing performances
make it difficult to
recognize.

ABSURDISM




